


ANCOQUIN was King of Bongo, which

as all tho world knows, ia situnated in
Equatorial Africa, within twelve days’ ]onmey
of the Gaboon river.  Pancoquin was vastly
rich. His palaco of mud-plastered 'reeds
stood in the centro of the town, and 6o high
was it that a tall man standing on the
shonlders of snother tall man could scarcely
aco ovor tho toof ; whilo such wasits capa-
city that, besides accommodating the oven,
and tho cooking-pots, and the king's bamboo
bedstead, thore was sufficient space within
ila walla to seab thirty persons comfortably.
Nor was it simply on account of ita size that
tho houao of tho king was distinguished from
tho pigmy and shabby residences of bis sub-
jecta ;  for whoreas the doorways oftho
latter wors closed merely with a hanging
mat of dried grass, the king's doorway was
covored with a curtain of leopard's skin,
whila suspended just above were fourteon
skulla in a doublo row, and springing from
their midst a sheaf of spears. Whon, bow-

over, this is spoken of as tho king’s house, it |

must not be imagined thnt he possessed no
other. In peint of fact, no onoe clse in Bongo
had a honse —no, nor & cooking-pot, nor a
measuro of grain, nor a single yam; one
and all and evorything, from ono ond to the
atbor of Bongo, belonged to King Pancoquin:

thore wero the skulls and the spears on his
roof-top to prove it. But he was a generons
king, aud scldom or evor turned his sub-
jocts out of their Louses, or took away tho
wholo of their yams or grain,

Besides the palace, however, there was
one other building specially dovoted to the
king’s use. This, indeed, was a prodigious
building, and the marvel not only of the
Bongons, but also of the Chekianas and the
Oshaebans, who were the cleverest ‘peoplo in
the world, and knew the sccret of how to
mako jron into all sorts of uscfnl shapea—
inta spear-heads, and ankle-rings, and brain-
batchets for the warriors, and into bowls in
which tho women pounded: corn with a
::lone Clever evon as wero these people,
X €y wore nover known to fail, when they
SLUogto B“"So with their waros, to stand in

awo when t.he'kmg pomhd out, from ndxs-.' b !
tance, this prodigions building, and to Jift wp
their hands, and efaculate, wondermgiy ; ||
' Iritdba I whlchm theu' langunge sxgmﬁu

o monntain. 2

In truth, it was o mountain. Largs_-s. |
was tho king's palace, this other place, whick
stood. in tho rear. ol ib,lanﬂ.wil mg!m O

timos/ as high, ﬂu‘nlimu'ls' , aud
threo umm uslmgr Itmnuwhnam

& .wk'..
of signs and shapes painted on E&il_i-.j'l;ﬂw
colour: A Titilo child might have burst 18
‘fimsy door, but, in the

[ Bongdy uihmuim- i
\door. of doublo irony DAYy |
; for the tromendous ﬂhllh
the black cloth concealal might have
tompted even lionestar folka than tho Bon-
govs to try their skill ab ‘breaking &' dwﬂl-
iron; buta door crowdad with felish
contact with mlym of which would
them with mmo awinl diswm, or dnﬂ :
once, perhaps, Was it 2 difforont. matters
So very strong was this fotish dogr thatit
seomod superfinons {hat those two Dongs &
warriors, with their clubs awinging in their
hands, sliould always Do parading 0 and [0 !
|

beforo it. A to tho potency of tho. hﬁlh&l_
no ono could doubt that, for o¥er tho door- |
Way wors as many skulls as 8 hundred men I
could fornish—a hundred wicked mes, |
doubtless, wiho from time to time had boen.
discovered by tho fotiahes lurking suapl\:imb‘ i
neax to the king's trossure-house. |
¥or 6o it was. Not that its contents. were |
King Pancoquin's #0l ‘acoumnlationss B2
onp king could hope to savo such vash trea-
suro in the spaco of alifetime. Fia great-
uncle, who had ruled over Bongo saventy

years before, had' first built the uumi-
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houso; and, as he did not scruple to kidnap
even his own subjects, and pack them off to
tho slavers lying in the Gaboon, ho managed,
in tho course of along and prosperous life,
to stock the treasure-houso at least balf-full
Then he died, and the nephew who reigned
in his stoad, although much more given to
Iying on his royal back and smoking tobacco
than to trading, still managed to make some
iinportant additions to the treasury, incleding
a case of looking-glasses, for which ha had
bartered seventy slaves, men and wom'qn'.
When he died, and King Pancoquin took
bis place, trade in Bongo was -revived, and
tho treasure-house grow full to the threshold.
It was calculated that King Pancoquin was
worth as many beads as would have filled
five barrels, and such a stock of elophant
tusks, ostrich plumes, and lcopard skins ag
would havo bought ncarly another barrol-
ful—to say nothing of the case of loaking-
glassos and a lot of brasa pots, twenty rolls
of chintz, three hundred bows, with sheafs
of arrows to match, o thousand spears and
brain-hatchets, and enongh of grain to sus-
tain Bongo for full a year.

Yet, and despite his onormous wealth,
King Pancoquin was dying, and luy extended
on his bamboo bedstoad, with the slaty
paleness of death sottling on his ebony _fggo,
with the dow of the morning of new life to
which he was passing bathing his brow, and
with his aged fingers plucking ab thehn_i_rg
of his leopard skin counterpane.

Truly, he was dying of sheer old age, for
ho was verging on sixty; aud that, ina
country like Bongo, where so much rum
ia consumed, was old indecd. Buf noither
the king, mor his lhirly—ninu Wivqa_, ‘nor
his medicine-man, nor his gree-groe-man,
believed that tho death approaching was
natural. Tike many other remote penpln,
tho Dongons Wers vory thick-skulled, and
could mnot understand ‘that d‘enth could be
patural. ** Nature s li\'? Lhm_i;,-not:n_deud
thing,” said they ; “ it is Naturo's business to
preserve and renew; Death is the Devil; the

;il has m
:1‘;;::;! in tho spirit. In ono slmP“_"r ﬂ’_“
othar, tho Dovil, through h@ ﬂ‘f:e“tﬁa was now

ccuting King Pancoquin.© y
wﬁ i‘-rstgil; was thought that it was dis-
embodied imps that plaguod his majosty, for
o complained of sore bones, and & gomothing

any servants—some in tho flesh, | die.
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tickling him inside, and making him cough.
With praisoworthy promptitude, when his
relations hoard him describo his symptoms,
they sent nt once for what we should call
the court physician, bat whom the Bon-
gons know as “ Quganga,” or devil-doctor.
Neither was his dress such as is onstomarily
worn by our physicians. King Pancoquin’s
physicinn was o middle-aged man, very tall
and vory lean, with a sharp, bold eye, and a
general appearanca of being o cool, cunning
man. Ile wore a whito mask, with a large
crimson dab on cach cheok; his eyebrows
and tho upper part of his nose weora painted
the same colour; while two rings of vivid
green, a leeser ring within a larger, appeared
on his nose’s tip. Iis forehead ywas banded
with yellow, and ncross ity from car to ear,
was susponded a row of littlo bells; and
abovo these, again, was a headdress, com-
posed chiefly of long alligator's tecth, end
foathers, and blades of flowering grnss, and
the etiff hairs of the elephant. Perched atop
of his hend, cowl-lashion, was n monkey
skin, to which the tail was still attached,
and hung down behind, terminated by a bell,
and oscillating like a pendolum. Round
his waist he woro a cloth of native grass,
festooned with tho teeth of varions animals;
and in his bands ho carried a drum, made of
a sorb of rough wooden bowl, with o dressed
monkoy skin stretched over tho top, and o
heavy drumstick.

Tho physician was informed of the king's
complaint, and at onco expressed his opinion
that Lis majesty was afflicted with inward
imps, and that unless thoy woro driven out
ho would not answer for tho consoquonces. |

« Which jmp is it that plagues you most?

tho doctor. ! )
nﬂf‘e;hh one,” rupﬁad the king loably. h,hg
his hand on his chest; u hn_won’a- lot: mo
sloop; ho claw, elasw with his finger, and
whisk about his hairy bead just ai my
broathing-plage, and inake mo hack. and
spit, oh!l most dreadful. Ahnclel abick !
onick! Take him. asway, please, oK L shall

ST X
- of cenfidence the doctox pro-
cc:;:tt zi:?r:c:: First of all e dr'ives‘ out
all the king's wives, who, up to llus t'amo,
bad been nnanimously raising their thirty-
nine voices in moat melancholy caf!onco; for,
as he averred, such ‘gounds delighted the
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ene. 0ld King Pancoquin had beon awara
of tho attachmont; indecd, knowing hiow
sore hia nephew Quicayman was:on the sub-
joct of the soveraignty, ho was went tcr::n'm's.'
fort him with tho hint that a man whose
daaghter was quoon should himself' be litilo
loss equal in power to tho king himeelf,
But it was to be nothing less than a king
that Quicayman aspired ; and though ha ap-
peared to bow dutifully to the king’s dgeinion,
his thoughts nevor for n mament wandered
from the object he was resolved to attain.

Tinding that Pancoquin wes really doad,|

thoy sat ahout his funeral obsequics. Thoy
dug a deep hole in the contre of tho.
floor, and squatted hir in it with his.chiel
woapons, and his pans and cooking-pats,,
above, below, and avound him, . They filled
his mouth with meal, and gave him a donble-

handful of smoked elepbant meat, that .,ha" I

might not be hungry; and in order t]qiit"hj,_.rr
ghost might not bo ablo te find its way inte
the world again, they cunningly blindfolded
the defunct king with a strip of tough hido, |
Then they covered in the grave, and razed
the palace to the ground; and then brought
faggots of wood that the dovil-doctor l.i.nd.
charmed, and strewed them above tho king's
gravo and fired tho heap, and when it w_qla'
nearly burned out they, pourod among the
glowing embers measures of corn, and stirred
it till it was well parched, and then ashes
and parched corn wero collected, and itiwas
called the dust of the dead king, and__e_ve;y‘.
3ongon in Bongo was compelled toswallow,
a pinch of it, while at tho same, time hm
acknowledged  the purity of tho late king’s.
life, and the wisdom ho had displayed in
appointing his successor, whom they swore
to obey- :
This ceremony at an end, cnme another
cqually grave and important—who had be-.
witched King Pancoquin to death 2 EKnow-
ing his innocenco, and not for a moment
doubting that whatover ordeal the devil-
doctor might appoint it would be & Just one,
and bring confusion on nio one but the cn]p_l_,-!t.
himself, every man in Bongo was cager fop
trial, and lond in his cries for vengeancs on,
the wicked witch who ‘had destroyed  the

.

king.

Now,

yet taken tho throne, thinking

y b
being altogether as innocont of the |,
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1100!: the orimo.lay, and, no doubt, aceording
to his savage beliof and hiaam‘ngo uh{ﬁi‘ﬁ-
would hnse been among the foramost, to B
full justico dono on the culprit, ITe had not
Bo bettor that all matters concern Nﬁd_
lato fathor should first b sdtiled, DBosides,

thero svas no oconsion for hurry ; only on the,
Altornoon, as it ware, of to-day, a5 the ordeal.
was to take place to-morrow, thia amfor:m »
Boon to soe him and condels with him on

his father's untimely ond. N 4
** Concerning to-morrow's ordenl 2 asked
tho dovil-doctor, I it your intention, O
my prined, Lo submit toft?
E Ay 1 roplied., .El’ncchipo'l_re:iﬂiiy.‘ “y o
shall tako iy turn with the rest; nobaman
i Bongo shall escape (it; even 3
(Quganga, must undergo tho ordeal.”
“Most willingly, O princo,” replied the
 devil-doctor; * tho ordesl is but a simple

lone—tho holding on the outatrotched hand
of a brimming calabash.  The hand of the

Honest is steady and confident, and the watar
iwill not spill; it i3 only tho hund of the
(guilty ihat trembies.” ; AL {
:5 “Prue, Ouganga,” replied the j'oung_rq.nn i
ilhoughl!ully; “Dbut is not grief as potent

as guilt to cause a man’s heart—and so his
limbs—to waver? Can I, or any of my

father's closo kinsmen, beholdall Bongo as-
igi;mhled, and know  that in ,thg"cm'qu his
murderer is, for cortain, without bemg

{| ¢t My prince,” replied tho devil-dector.in a
:kl\\‘ whisper, it is that that bringa mo hore; -
.;‘ is wot fair that you, trombling under your
yecenl load of sorrow, should he submitted
to tho sater test—that is, mnless you aro
fortificd against accident. Take you, then,ll_l_-
this powder,” continucd the, devil -doctor,
taking from his necklaco a.little packot
Bound in a leaf, *swallow it at once,.and by
to-morrow, woro tho calabash of rod,-}mtli_ ;
.’irun, you should hold.it without flinching I
.M Nay,” replied Peochiper], *1 am not a
woman, toneed such bolstering; if my_——.-" ;
&« Pardon me, my prince,” interrupted t.h°-1 |
dovil-doctor; * I may,in confidence, tell you.
that even your doughty kinsman Q_uiq‘aym:m.:‘
us alroady swallowed tha powder.” .
|4 Very well, thon,” observed the princa;
7 think, after that, I may venture to takeit.”

king's death asany ono in the realm, Peechi-

perl was cager s the rest to know at whosa [

Sa he swallowed it on the spot.
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“ Put did ho not likewise tell you that ho
had given me medicine to cure my; ail-
meont ?” asked Peechiper], laughing. % Did
ho not. tell you, O my cousin, that he had
given me of the same precious powder he
had already given you?2” ‘

o has so informed mo, my future king,”
roplied Quicayman; ¢ but—but only as wo
walked along hither.” y f

“ Nay, my kinsman nced not bo ashamed
that so great was his grief at bis uncle’s
death that he needed medicine to keep his
nervos steady,” obscrved Peochiperl with an
ugly smile. ‘Indeed,” continued he, % it
waa on tho subject of that precious medicino
that I havesent [or you, though it would soom
to havo worked difforently with my counsin
tban with myself; for whereas it has mado
me, as you may see, vigorous and strong,
yoa aro cast down, and, as I should judgo,
{ho worse for taking it. Are you quitesuro,
O great Qugangs, that his medicino was the
same as mine? What was the {lavour) of
your medicine, Quicayman 2"

A —a—strango  flavour,”
Quiceyman; * a sort of bittor.” #

At thia answer the Qugapga made a
slight sound with his lips as of impaticnce,
on which Quicayman contipned— ;

« A rort of bitter-sweot flavour; at least,
1 could detect a bitternosa in its sweotnoss.”

& Was it rough and hard to swallow, or
{did it smoothly moelt on your tongua?™

« Tgmelted on my tongue,!” roplied Quicay-
man with the boldness of despair. [

w AR then it was not the same,” eaid
Peechiporl, ** for my powder was swoet as
honey, and did not melt at all. I wi_sh_;ﬂmt
the good Ouganga hnd some more—it 18: 80

stammered

excellent.”

Now the OQuganga, i
some: moro of the potent powdor, was glad
{o hear Poechiperl make this last mrk,
Nover beforo had heo known it 1o fail, and
{hat it had dong so on this ‘wmmn WAS pro-
pably because that Peechiperl was :1@-{
strong nnd temperate young matt u-Bgt,
thonght the devil-doctor to himself, *if you
can be brought: to tako another dose, T will

avrant it is efiootive.” :
w"!::ia he, “ It makea me glad t?.l.mm' our
future king speak B0 of my medicine, and, it
farther rojoices me to ho able to gratify his
wish for another dese. Trehald, O Princo

who bad with him { po

a37

Pacchiperl, here is at least donble tho
quantity you just now took ; may it do you
as much good as the last!” :
t]s it a acarco medicine 7" asked Poechi-
perl . y
 So scarce that, wore I this instant to sct
about it, I could not, till te-morrow’s aunset,
compound as much as would cover tho palm
of tbe hand,” roplied the dovil-doctor. .

4 Flere, then, my cousin,” said Peechiper],
turning to Quicaymnn; ¢ had this precions
medicine been plentiful, gladly would I havo
indulged in anothoer doso of it; but since it
is so scarco, und I am so woll st up by it,
I givo it to you. Tnko it, Quicayman, that
tu-moxrow your arm may be stondy as o
shaft of iran.” '

Thore was no holp for it. I Peechiporl
waa a clover agtor, Quicayman was a sharp
obsorver, and from tho very fimst he had
forosoen that the  prines -suspocted  the
honesty of the Ouganga. Trug, he might
havo refused to take tho medicing on the

| georo thut ho had aiready tried it, and found

{hat it did not do lim good; but such an

| excuso might lave attached a taint to ‘his

reputation for equrnge, and, In sddition to
this, ainco tho truth must bo told, ho was
onconraged by aslight nod from the Qugangn;
go, thanking tho prince for his courtosy, hie
tilted the Toaf containing the powder on to
his tongune, and smacked liis lips with
2] nt rolish.  After o few common-
place clyilition had passed botween thom, the
Ouganga and Quicayman took iheir leave,
leaving Pocchiperl alon. ;T
Well was it they so soon toak their do-
partuzs, for had thoy romhined in the princos
but another quarter of an hont thoy must
havadiscovered that tho dovil-doctor’smagic
wdor administored to tho young mau.);nd
not dailed to produce. tho efiger  desived.
Gradually he felt an unaccountablo. pros-
tration stealing over hitn 3 his wholo body
waa troublod alternatoly with n_malian_h_e.ua
and ehills; and his muscles bagan 1o mlur.
and softon like iron in a flerce fire. I’h‘:uly
ho foresaw that, if this continned, ho should
by tho morrow bo 59 reduged as to ba nm_lhlu
to hold on his extended hand an empty mla.-
bash, let alono ono Drimming to its topinost
edge with water. Novorlhalqgs_,__hp had qm.
nhvngo condolation of kpowing. that tho

treacherons Quicayman would presently be



" towards tho hat'of Quicayman; d,ias thoy
~walked, thay discoursed. | ‘1*"‘[‘1L
- & The cunning imp of Sutnﬁ‘-"'-*sa\d'Qm- |
cnymnu ‘& Ha playod  his trick neatly.: I ﬁodto ﬂ!ﬂm
_almost rcgtet ‘that -s0 excollent a ‘cheat nn'oxplnnulidﬁ‘[b‘i’
‘ should bo my mottal enemy, - Lucky: §u11t|
‘O 'Ouganga!  that tho'llmodlcmm ‘was of |!
your own: mako, and thnt you know ts
mtidote.” <l e )l A 115" "'
“#In that you ‘ave m\st.ﬂ\en OlQumny—
man!? quiotly replied 'tho v:dcml “tioc:’tor chunusta by
4The carth docs not furnish. nnfuntldoto Sl lmvobusméasthh
‘the sweot powder that'makes men nlmks ‘said her-rfﬂ_t-hpr. )
Whon Quicayman hoard this hewas anum ' ) AL
‘ap with tage, and,“handlmg his -1ron-shod !
‘olub ienacingly, ho tnrned on- tho Ougangn,‘
‘exclyuning— i A
‘sDaro you tell fma-’so, thou Tal might 80y OF do. 'Ful a
spawn?  Thou' son' of - uh(! great apo | neither said nor did ax
thcn, so deceived 2" Ly g kgl s mg l'urhvclyroun(llthe']l
B0 (3 is ovon 5o, “replied’ tho devil
‘4anad, even woro it otherwise, T wouldlw
hohl 1t Ior am I mob an Ourrfinnn,‘nn L

me 05 wc]l*ns yonrsolfi‘andf now will T pmwde you
have a little ‘patience, you gholl & halkmrv‘f-ﬂ.hol'kp'll’ c;'ofﬁPﬁ_nce P
‘own weapon shall 'bo tarned against ‘This  Jittlo" bal]ﬁ’\vallo‘wed‘

: xmd how he shall perish miser will make offyo ¥
c-qman yet rulo over Bonuo J ‘mny have

But chayman was. a-’ i

convinced him.
“ Mystery talk nover
snid | ‘he, “and least of all ig }
weapon is it thnb'sh'dl-be't'umed on 'hil
destroy him?” o Lo
“*Your dan"hler, ._
Qoctor. A 0 i AMDLLICIE
¢ Sequinista ?” = paad
* Evon while wo were in ﬂm pnnéos K
said the Ouganga, * did I seo her' engerlf
watchmg fromfa'distance, ‘and, Was wc-cams 4
. Moreover, homes- | what ort of naiuron @
: ness'is as good‘ﬁ'somed 2 i
" Alna] tho ‘wily Ougangs 0
'l‘lf‘_’i correch in’ hlnlﬁo‘:lonhhonml 1 L IR
“"No "sooucr were hor' Mhef ﬁ his eom-

L ot o
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panion fairly out of sight, than, quickly and
softly as a bird, she flitted round to the front
of the hut, ontered the door, and finan
instant possossed lerself of the pregions
Jittla red ball that would make a nmn.wa'}!,
whatever ailed him before.  With the speod
of the wind she hurriod to: tho, huf whero
poor Peechiperl reelined, growing wor

tho subtle white powder got ﬂmefhb%ii of

him.
My own affinnced, my loyely pr &
gaid-she joyously, *I bring you gagT
I bring you what will make you well,
able ta meet and confound your gnewmi
And while ho sat amazed, she told h%*
the wholo story, and when he had f]mn?&‘, 1
it woro hard to say which’ moast filledl’
admiration for the courago and devat
had displayed in obtaining the red X
trinmph ot its possession. Withor
Ienst suspicion he swallowed it o
# Now,"” ‘said he, it will not bo saf|
you toroturn to yonr futher's honse. Hi
you till the worrow in the l'prm;t; nevi
but that T will find you; and then wa
roturn tozethor, and you shall be deelar
my wife—the chief wife of the king:
pr ‘Aoim, ..L:‘l a8 ||\.1.-|
So, full' of confidence, alio went herwny,
and hid iz o part of the forest whicly, though
seeluded, she know was not unknmté'ﬁlh‘
young prince: whilo he, fecling sudds
inclined for sleop; closed his door Mlil;\“
down again. s
T mizht almost bo #aid that 10 slptand
pover awoke again; that is, the liindsame,
oven-minded Prince Peechiperl nover awoke
iny thero, howover, about an hahrlh!m
midnight, when tho silenco of deatli
wrappna tho tuwn_!-ana every Bongo;::d‘
wus ag fast as thongs could make it—th
arose from the mat in Princo Pecch
hut o being with cyes bright aa liva

o'

W

3

| gwirtor than man ever ran before, Ho

lth'o straggling troes wu 'thnu’gh ho hjdb&bn i
1" | On, with no abatome

;fu_- ery camo from tho thicket ut
¢ | namo

!
o pace of the uﬂrigh

“Uip his roar, crying his name, and.

[ could tio Tt

|10t rest, but hot, briised;

| 'wero fo

. | cnused Prince Pﬁﬂh
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and his knoes smato cach other with a forco
so full of strong bruto lifo that a tigor might
have shrunk from baofore it.  Most horrible
dreama lind fliis poor wrotch suffered ; but so
poworful was the sleop that. held him. to.
them, that he conld not till now broak away. .

:}'Imv. liowerver, o waa free, andwith o great

ery of mad exultation —such &
reached through tho silent town from on
ond—ha shook himself and sprang out

o hint that was so full of horrors, and ran

straight on g amad dog daes, leaping

podiments that in o sane mood ho would

never havo ventnred o—straight on, till ho

Med tho forest, and évan thero hle Ilshr L%
) Fad I

‘searcely diminished, for ho wound

‘an ape, and born thare,

b of fary,
‘renches a spot moro socluded than th
‘and then the bright moon rovouling his [

P

, and imploring him mw‘ ‘r [

]

ipaxl

ted sﬂnhm'*h
i | never heeded hev, but bounded on, and |

But, although Pecch

bruising Her tendor body
Jtraes, n&npwﬂm&gr

and fulling, and
agminst the thorn 8, anid up. n
‘agnin; till,'an sho paused, to listen, Ho
grinod such ground that'mo sign of

nllaoutodngam,amﬂlkm:”.
‘tlic: night til} the mwf: s i
or ot and

th

along, till, ot last, nwn'l 3
no moro lifb in ber llnl.n Abled. Tiarth givey -
omo last ory for Perelifparl, sho sauk down.
And full n month had T )
und by the servants ol King Qs
man, the Dugangs,,

cayman, whoso head

for all that his limbs twitched mﬂqﬁ i

3 LAY

madness snd death.
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wd. Still, urged by dospalr, shs

enabled hertogive

iporl to bo '&'ri'ﬁ_f'ﬁu_-'fltn: :
i ROl



